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Strengthening Colorado Communities 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Legislative Council Staff responsible for Blue Book 

From:  JoAnn Groff, Property Tax Administrator 

Date:  August 20, 2018 

Re: Property Tax Implications of Initiative #93 (Amendment #73?) 
 

 
Upon review Draft 3 of the proposed blue book on Initiative #93 soon to be Amendment ?, a few suggestions 
and comments:  
 
Page 4, under property taxes, line 19, do you think it would be helpful to insert an example of what an 
assessment rate means? For instance,  
 
For example, on $100,000 of actual value, an assessment rate of 7% creates $7,000 of assess value; an 
assessment rate of 24% creates $24,000 of assessed value. 
 
On line 27, insert the word current between the and residential 
 
On line 32, do you mean that the measure does not impact property taxes levied? Or, do you mean the 
assessment rate for all other local governments?  
 
On that same topic, if you mean the assessment rate for all other local governments is not impacted, I have to 
respectfully disagree. I believe the language of the amendment is ambiguous at best in this area. 
 
An unanticipated consequence: Narrowly construing the “Notwithstanding” language of the amendment, the 
reduction of the “all other” assessment rate to 24% will need to be taken into consideration when calculating 
the target percentage and the 7% residential rate will need to be part of the calculation for the residential 
assessment rate that will apply to all other taxing jurisdictions. 
 
What does this mean more simply? The residential assessment rate for all other taxing jurisdictions will 
be lower than it would have been without the School property tax base of 7% RAR freeze and reduction 
to 24% for most other types of properties.  
 

Broadly applying the interpretation of “notwithstanding” to say the adjustment in assessment rates for schools 

should not be considered when calculating the residential assessment rate to be used for all other taxing 
jurisdictions, the new assessment rates for schools will shift a higher proportion of property tax obligation to 

residential property, undermining the intent of Gallagher. 

 

In support of my position, an informal attorney general opinion on whether “Notwithstanding” should be 

narrowly or broadly applied is attached as a separate document to e-mail transmission. 
 


