
This   series   of   questions   was   developed   by   Mark   Gerzon   of   Boulder   and   author   of    “The   Reunited   States 
of   America:   How   We   Can   Bridge   the   Partisan   Divide.”       He   has   done   mediation   work   with   Congress. 
And   he    uses   this   exercise   to   help   people   with   divergent   viewpoints   find   middle   ground. 
 
It   works   this   way:   For   each   question,   make   a   choice   from   the   first   set   of   two   answers,   then   make   a 
choice   from   the   second   set   of   four   answers.   Observe   how   it   shifts   your   thinking   after   completing   the 
questions   on   a   topic.   You   can   do   this   with   people   you   are   at   odds   with   politically,   and   observe   whether 
having   more   options   results   in   more   agreement.   After   you   complete   the   exercise,   we’d   love   the   hear   how 
it   went.   Please   call        720-358-4029     and   leave   us   a   message   about   your   experience.  
 
Topic   1:   Guns   and   schools   in   public   places,   especially   schools 
Pick   one   out   of   these:  
A.   Ensure   guns   are   allowed   in   public   places   so   "bad   guys"   know   they   will   met   with   return   fire   from 
"good   guys." 
B.   Ban   all   guns   from   public   places   and   rely   on   local   response   if   an   instance   occurs.  
 
Now,   pick   one   out   of   these   four:  
A.   Ensure   guns   are   allowed   in   public   places   so   "bad   guys"   know   they   will   met   with   return   fire   from 
"good   guys." 
B.   Have   a   few,   highly   trained   and   armed   safety   personnel   in    all    educational   institutions   to   deter   violent 
crime 
C.   Develop   an   institution   by   institution   approach   that   takes   into   account   the   needs   of   the   institution   and 
community. 
D.   Ban   all   guns   from   public   places   and   rely   on   local   response   if   an   instance   occurs. 
 
Topic   2:   Climate   Change  
Pick   one   out   of   these: 
A.   It's   a   hoax   at   worst,   or   incomplete   science   at   best,   and   it   should   be   ignored. 
B.   It's   the   greatest   threat   to   humanity   and   government   should   make   "fighting   climate   change"   its   highest 
priority. 
  
Now,   pick   one   out   of   these   four:  
A.   It's   a   hoax   at   worst,   or   incomplete   science   at   best,   and   it   should   be   ignored.. 
B.   Prudent,   cost-effective,   job-creating   steps   should   be   taken   to   reduce   the   potential   negative   impacts   of 
climate   change. 
C.   There   will   not   be   enough   progress   unless   significant   legislation   and   regulation   are   implemented   by 
the   federal   government. 



D.   It's   the   greatest   threat   to   humanity   and   government   should   make   "fighting   climate   change"   its   highest 
priority. 
  
Topic   3:      Immigration 
A.   Let   any   undocumented   resident,   other   than   criminals,   who   currently   lives   in   America   do   so   and 
receive   all   social   benefits   (except   voting). 
B.   Create   iron-tight   borders   around   the   perimeter   of   the   US   and   evict   all   11   million   who   have   entered 
illegally. 
 
Now,   pick   one   out   of   these   four:  
A.   Let   any   undocumented   resident,   other   than   criminals,   who   currently   lives   in   America   do   so   and 
receive   all   social   benefits   (except   voting). 
B.   Keep   families   together,   and   enable   law-abiding   undocumented   residents   to   find   an   honorable   path   to 
citizenship 
C.   Create   strong   borders;   enable   law-abiding,   undocumented   residents   to   find   an   honorable   path   to 
citizenship,   providing   they   demonstrate   verifiable   progress. 
D.   Create   iron-tight   borders   around   the   perimeter   of   the   US   and   evict   all   11   million   who   have   entered 
illegally. 
  
Topic   4:   Energy 
Pick   one   out   of   these   two: 
A.   Drill   for   oil,   including   fracking,   or   dig   for   coal   anywhere   legally   allowed   by   federal   and   state   laws, 
where   economically   feasible. 
B.   Stop   drilling   for   oil   or   digging   for   coal   as   fast   as   possible;   fossil   fuels   are   bad   for   the   environment. 
C.   Neither/Don’t   have   solution. 
 
Now,   pick   one   out   of   these   four: 
A.   Drill   for   oil,   including   fracking,   or   dig   for   coal   anywhere   legally   allowed   by   federal   and   state   laws, 
where   economically   feasible. 
B.   Allow   market   forces   to   drive   cleaner   energy   transition   and   foster   hydrocarbon   energy   extraction   with 
appropriate   regulations. 
C.   Drill   for   oil,   including   fracking,   or   dig   for   coal   in   strong   regulated   manner   taking   into   account 
reasonable   environmental   requirements   and   provide   federal   and   state   incentives   for   cleaner   energy 
sources. 
D.   Stop   drilling   for   oil   or   digging   for   coal   as   fast   as   possible;   fossil   fuels   are   bad   for   the   environment. 
  
  

THANKS   FOR   PARTICIPATING 


