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Teachers are split on the effectiveness of academic standards, but 

absolutely clear that too much time is spent on testing. 

Comprehensive Educator Survey on 

  Standards & Assessments in Colorado

 

H.B. 1202 Task Force Briefing 

December 15, 2014 

 

The Colorado Education Association (CEA) conducted a survey of its membership to understand the attitudes of 

Colorado K-12 public school teachers as a compliment to the recent survey conducted on behalf of the Colorado 

Standards & Assessments HB1202 task force. Both surveys come to virtually the same “big picture” conclusion – 

that students and teachers are spending significant amounts of time preparing for and administering tests. The 

concerns over the new standards and assessments are pervasive and cross partisan lines. CEA surveyed 2,681 

certified members from 115 different Colorado school districts between November 25 and December 8, 2014. 

 

 

 

 Educators are split on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). QUESTION: “As an educator, do you 

generally favor or oppose Common Core Standards?” RESULTS: 9% Strongly Favor, 30% Somewhat 

Favor, 24% Neither Favor or Oppose, 22% Somewhat Oppose, 16% Strongly Oppose (n = 2,317). In 

two follow-up questions, teachers were also split on whether either the CCSS or Colorado Academic 

Standards  [CAS] are “an important step toward improved instruction and better student 

achievement” [See graph below]. 

 An elementary teacher in Jefferson County said: 

“Common Core Standards are helping educators 

throughout the country. It is awesome that I can 

collaborate with teachers across the nation to 

help figure out how to help my students be 

successful.”  

 An elementary teacher from St. Vrain took a 

less positive view: “They are too broad and 

don’t take individual student capabilities like 

special education and ELL into consideration.”  
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QUESTION: Please tell us how you feel about the following 
statement: “The full implementation of the [Common Core 

Standards] / [Colorado Academic Standards] is an important step 
toward improved instruction and better student achievement." 

 

Common Core

CO Academic Standard
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When asked to rate the effectiveness of specific assessments, 

teachers give low marks overall. CMAS rates least beneficial, while 

district program tests like Advanced Placement and International 

Baccalaureate rate highest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Further evidence substantiates negative sentiments about CMAS. Another question asked: “If 

you had the freedom to make any changes to Colorado’s current CMAS assessment system, 

which of the following would be your top priority?” [Select one choice]. RESULTS: 33% of 

teachers said they would eliminate entirely, 29% would reduce frequency of assessments, 12% 

would reduce the length of the test and only 1% would keep as is. (n=2,451) 

LOWEST RATED PER CATEGORY TOP RATED PER CATEGORY 

Scale: 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest) 

QUESTION: Listed below are the assessments you've indicated you currently participate in. Now we want to know how 

effective each assessment is in your opinion. For each assessment listed below, please enter the number (1 being the 

lowest and 5 being the highest) to indicate what you believe is the overall beneficial impact of that particular assessment 

for each of the following three categories. (n=2,317) 
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Teachers identify three central problems with the current system of 

academic standards and assessments:  1) Too much time is lost for 

instruction; 2) Lack of adequate curriculum to meet current 

standards; and 3) Persistent challenges with the technology 

required for testing online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Lost Instruction Time - Teachers report spending on average approximately 16 hours each week 

(nearly two full school days) on testing related activities with their students. 

QUESTION: We also need to understand how much cumulative time you spend on average each week on 

both formative and summative assessments. Please consider how much time you spend: 1) to prepare 

your students to take assessments; 2) to administer these assessments with your students; and 3) to 

analyze the data from these assessments. A formative assessment shall be defined as having the primary 

purpose to collect detailed information about a student that can be used to inform in-process teaching 

and learning modifications while it’s happening. A summative assessment shall be defined as having the 

primary purpose to evaluate student learning progress and achievement at the conclusion of a specific 

instructional time period. (n=758) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 
Formative 

Assessments 
Summative 

Assessments 
TOTAL 

Hours spent preparing for 
assessments each week 

3.81 2.95 6.76 

Hours spent administering 
assessments each week 

2.53 1.68 4.21 

Hours spent analyzing the 
data from assessments each 
week 

2.60 2.24 4.84 

TOTAL 8.94 6.87  

 

"The testing takes way too 

much time from learning.  This 

year, my fourth graders will 

take multiple district 

assessments, mid and end of 

year state assessments and 

national assessments.  I will 

not be teaching (and students 

will not be learning) anything 

for approximately 1/3 of the 

school year." - Boulder Valley 

elementary school teacher 

 

 

92% of Colorado teachers either strongly or somewhat agreed with the 

statement: "Academic standards - whether national, state or local - are not as 

much of a problem as is the amount of time spent on testing itself." This 

sentiment crossed partisan lines with 95% of Democrats, 91% of Unaffiliated 

and 89% of Republican teachers in agreement. 
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2. Inadequate Curriculum – Over six out of ten teachers believe that their current curricula do not 

reflect the assessments' standards.   

 Only 42% of respondents agreed with the statement, "My school district has the proper 

curriculum to effectively teach to the new Colorado Academic Standards." 

 Only 34% of respondents agreed with the statement, "Teachers in my district have the 

appropriate curriculum that is aligned with Common Core and to each standard that is being 

assessed." 

 

3. Inferior Technology - Access to appropriate technology and technological difficulties are major 

problems. 

QUESTION: “As you know, many of the new assessments are conducted online. In your opinion, does your 

school currently have the appropriate technology to properly conduct assessments online?” [select one 

choice](n=788) 

 68% feel their school “definitely” or “probably” does not have the appropriate technology to 

conduct assessments online. 

 Teachers also report frequent problems with computer resources, internet access, 

accommodating students with special needs.  

 

QUESTION: “When it comes to administering tests, have you experienced the following?” (n=796) 

Question Frequently Occasionally Never 

Computer resources are 
devoted to testing instead of 
learning 

70% 23% 3% 

Trouble connecting to the 
internet for tests online 

38% 48% 5% 

Difficulty accommodating 
students with special needs 35% 43% 9% 

Trouble with the testing 
software students use to take 
tests electronically 

27% 52% 7% 

 

 

 

 

"I believe a major problem with PARCC and CMAS is that they are both taken on the computer. Our kids at 

elementary level, can't type. When they are required to answer questions on the computer, what are we 

assessing.....keyboarding skills or content knowledge? Getting kids into the computer lab to practice 

keyboarding is difficult in poorer schools. We have one computer lab and no mobile cart or laptops. Our 

computer lab is always booked with computer classes, testing, and/or classes trying to do research.  

Children living in poverty often do not have computers in their homes on which to practice. It’s hard to 

close the achievement when we look at these types of issues." – Eagle County elementary school teacher 

 

 


