
 

 

 

 

2016 Charter Legislation: Key Components 

• Equal mill sharing  

o Unless a local mill levy override was passed for a specific program and/or grade level that a district-authorized 

charter school clearly does not offer, the revenue generated by that mill should be distributed on an equitable, 

pro-rata basis to children attending charter schools of that district. 

• Access to district land and facilities 

o Districts shall notify charter schools on an annual basis of any vacant or underutilized buildings or land in their 

possession; charters shall be allowed to submit proposals for those buildings or land, and districts shall notify 

their charters in writing and at a public meeting if they choose not to accept a submitted proposal. 

• Levelling the BEST playing field 

o There are certain provisions of the BEST statute that apply unevenly and unfairly against charter schools; this 

provision would seek to change that by: 

� Eliminating the requirement that a charter submit a prior letter of intent to apply to the BEST program to 

its authorizer. 

� Eliminating the requirement that charters must wait until they’ve been open for 5 years before being able 

to apply (traditional public schools currently have no such restriction). 

• Addition of “maintenance” to list of allowable Charter Capital Construction expenses 

o Currently, maintenance of one’s facility is not one of the eligible expenses under which a charter can apply for 

capital construction assistance; this would seek to change that. 

• Streamlining of the Unified  Improvement Plan process  

o Individual schools that earn the state’s highest accountability rating (Performance) shall be exempt from 

needing to submit a Unified Improvement Plan every year; instead, they can submit once every other year for 

as long as they maintain a Performance rating. 

• Framework for Charter School Institute (CSI) mill equalization 

o The proposed legislation would set up the statutory framework for what equalized funding from the state for 

CSI schools would look like, but no dollars would be appropriated under this proposal. 

• Allowance for single network-wide financial audits 

o Provision that would allow charter school networks (charters with multiple campuses) to complete one 

financial audit each year that sits over the entire network. No transparency would be lost as networks would 

still need to complete component unit audits for each individual campus, but unnecessary cost and time 

requirements would be eliminated. 

• Itemized accounting 

o Clarifies that the itemized accounting that districts provide to their charters related to such areas as central 

administrative overhead and special education should include a listing of the personnel positions involved in 

providing those services. 

• Equitable transfers to/from CSI 

o Amends statute to allow that any school transferring between authorizers (regardless of direction) does NOT 

see its funding formula change. The formula created at the school's inception becomes permanent, and the 

geographic district’s funding remains constant (all else equal) before and after the transfer. 


